
Prayer for an End to Human Trafficking

Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita
February 8, 2015

“…WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL DEMAND TO LOVE OUR 
NEIGHBOR BY ACCEPTING THE CHALLENGE OF THE CHURCH TO 

GIVE PREFERENCE TO WORKS WHICH ALLEVIATE CONDITIONS 
OF POVERTY AND OPPRESSION, INVOLVE US DIRECTLY WITH THE 

POOR AND MODIFY UNJUST STRUCTURES.”
— Constitutions 4.1



Setting: Place a cloth and four candles on the ritual table.

Opening song: Choose an appropriate song.

Opening prayer: Recite together.

 St. Josephine Bakhita, you were sold into slavery as a child
  and endured untold hardship and suffering.

 Once liberated from your physical enslavement,
  you found true redemption in your encounter with Christ
  and the Church.

 O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped on a state of slavery;
  intercede with God on their behalf 
  so that they will be released from their chains of captivity.
 Those whom people enslave, let God set free.

 Provide comfort to survivors of slavery
  and let them look to you as an example of hope and faith.

 Help all survivors find healing from their wounds.
 We ask for your prayers and intercessions for those enslaved among us.  
 Amen.

— U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,  
Migration and Refugee Services, 2011

Stories: As each story is read, light a candle as a sign of hope for those who are trafficked and enslaved.

Reader 1: Natalia was born in Ghana but moved to the United States to go to school.  The family she 
was living with abused her and forced her to care for the house and their three children.  
Natalia worked for 18 hours a day without pay.  One day, after being beaten, she escaped 
and sought help from the police.

Reader 2: Joel and Ronival were enslaved on a Brazilian ranch for 10 years.  They were forced to bathe 
in a reservoir contaminated with cattle manure, and slept in a wooden hut.  Eventually, 
they left the ranch in the middle of the night.  Because of their courage, Joel and Ronival 
obtained compensation from their traffickers and have restarted their lives.

Reader 1: Nayantara met a labor broker at a carpet factory in Nepal.  He promised her a good job as 
a domestic worker in Lebanon.  Instead he took her to and sold her to a brothel where she 
was forced to have sex with at least 35 men each day.  Eventually, she ran away and is now 
in a refuge in Nepal.

Reader 2: Antonio cared for his parents and five younger siblings in Mexico.  Promised a lucrative 
construction job in California, he moved to the United States.  Instead, he was taken to 
Florida and forced to work in the tomato fields.  Antonio was locked in a shack with the other 
workers at night and only allowed outside when it was time to work in the fields.

— Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center: www.ipjc.org
Moment of silence: Share reflections on the stories.



Commitment:

All: We, the Sisters of the Holy Cross throughout the world, are called to respond “Yes!”…

Reader: To a way of life that strengthens our identity of Holy Cross, our mission and our values;

All: Yes!

Reader: To our life in community and being a support to one another, without violence, without 
prejudice of any form, living a life of inclusivity;

All: Yes!

Reader: To pastoral services that reach out to the margins of society in a direct and sustainable 
manner, promoting projects in our different cultural realities;

All: Yes!

Reader: To confronting the evil of human trafficking and defending all people, especially women, in 
situations of vulnerability;

All: Yes!

Moment of silence
Intercessions:

Response: God, Father and Mother of tenderness, hear our prayer.

Reader: O God, may our lives be a sign of response to the Gospel in a way that transforms reality as 
we live out our mission, we pray…

Response: God, Father and Mother of tenderness, hear our prayer.

Reader: In a society that is ever more self-seeking and individualistic, may we receive the Word of 
God and grow in love and solidarity, we pray…

Response: God, Father and Mother of tenderness, hear our prayer.

Reader: May the Holy Spirit continue to inspire and guide Pope Francis and all who are dedicated 
to serving the poor and promoting justice rooted in the Gospel, we pray…

Response: God, Father and Mother of tenderness, hear our prayer.

Include additional intercessions.

Reader: We place all of these intentions in your heart, O God, and trust in your mercy.  Let us pray 
together: Our Father.…



Closing prayer: Recite together.

 God of freedom, beauty and truth,
 we believe that your deepest desire,
 your most powerful energy,
 is that all creation might know abundant life.
 We raise our voices in anguished prayer
 for our sisters and brothers,
 women and girls, boys and men,
 who are modern-day slaves;
 They are your beloved daughters and sons,
 sexually exploited or forced to work
 because of human violence and greed.
 Fill us with your holy anger and your sacred passion
 that those who are trafficked might know healing and justice;
 that traffickers will come to repentance and conversion;
 that all of us might live in such a way
 that others are not made to pay the price
 of our comfort and convenience.
 Hasten the coming of the day when all people
 and our precious Earth
 will be treated not as commodities
 but as radiant images of your freedom, beauty and truth.
 Amen.  May it be so.

— Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey

Closing song: Choose an appropriate song, if desired.

www.cscsisters.org 01.15

“HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY.  
WE MUST UNITE OUR EFFORTS TO FREE VICTIMS 

AND STOP THIS CRIME THAT’S BECOME EVEN MORE 
AGGRESSIVE, THAT THREATENS NOT JUST INDIVIDUALS, 

BUT THE FOUNDATIONAL VALUES OF SOCIETY, 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND LAWS, THE ECONOMY, 

FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES.”
— Pope Francis
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